Tise ye powers, 
great and strong! 
avenge me... 


Fu 
T CAUSES 
~ THE, eAS Thines TO 
HAPPEN. 1? ITS. 
1S FomTUNes 


ns sy » 
SY. 


LONG, LONG TIME AGO, | 


THE OLD LADY'S CURS 


Biecuevcdy 
uPow "our 


TT ALU BEGAN WITH_A FENCE. ..A FENCE 
THAT WOULD BRING EVIL AND STRANGE- 
NESS... 
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Berore Your WoBLe BUT WHY THE 
NE CAN SOOTHE ANGER: WOMAN?) 
L 


THOU HAST _CAUSED_A 
WALL TO. 
THAT WACL_IN 


BELONGING. TO ME?! 


PZe SUCH IS NOT DONE: = SHALL 
BRING A CURSE DOWN UPON THE: 
HOUSE LENDONS WARK Ite 


_ 


S 


BUT THE OLD WOMAN DID NOT 
HER THREAT SO MEANINGLESS 


(DEPARTED ANCESTORS OF THIS 
HUvere, TORVENTED DAUGHTER, 
HEAR MY BLEA AND GRANT Ie A 
SIGN HAT WHICH = MUST DO. 


Z SHALL AWAIT THE UNJUST NOSLE- 
MAN? EACH MORNING HE DOTH COVE 


THE NEXT MORNING THE LORD VISITED 
THE LAKE FOR HIS DAILY & 


SO EARLY ON THIS 


MY_LORD/ TURN BACK? 
botH act A 


THE LAKE 
STRANGELY? TURN 
BACKS 


Nesset IN (TS CLUTCHES? 
THERE WAS NO ESCAPE FROM THIS FAN 
TASTIC HAPPENING. «+ 


AND VERY GUICKLY THe NOBLEVANTS 
PATE WAS SEALED BENEATH THE ENDLESS 
SPIRAL OF WATER) WHICH SOON sup 
TS WAKE THE 
WOMAN'S 


SIDED, LEAVING IN 
EVIDENCE OF THE WICKED OLD 


THE GRIEF-STRICKEN LADY GLENDON oR-| 
BERD THAT THE WITCH BE IMPRISONED, 
BUT THE OLD WOMAN ACCEPTED HER 
FATE WITHOUT REMORSE/ 


b 
THANE REPAID MY TORMENTOR, ‘BUT Y 
HIS CHILDREN AND ALL HIS cHiL= 
BREN'S CHILDREN SHALL CONTINUE 
TO_LINE IK FEAR, SHOULD THEY 
RESIDE NEAR WATER DEER ENOUGH 
SO-BE 177 HAL 


SO_DEEPLY WAS SHE TOUCHED BY THE 
TRAGIC EVENTS THAT SHE UTTEI 
FAMILY PROCLAMATO} 


LET NO FUTURE GENERATION OF 
GLENDON LINE WHERE THERE ARE 
WATERS OF ANY CONSEQUENCE? THUS 
SUCH TRAGEDY WILL NEVER AGAIN BE- 
FALL OUR NAME THROUGHOUT THE 

q COURSE OF HISTORY. 


IN 
=r 


THE WITCH'S CURSE FRIGHTENED Ti 
IGRIEVING LADY GLENDON/ TO PROTECT 
HER CHILDREN, SHE ORDERED THAT THE 
LAKE BE FILLED IN UNTIL IT WAS ABH 
SORBED BY THE SOIL... 


BUT THE PASSING OF YEARS HAS A WAY 
OF LESSENING THE IMPORTANCE OF NIS- 
TORY! SO IT WAS WITH THE LEGEND O- 
THE GLENDON CURSE, THOUGH THE FAMILY 
SURVINED INTO NEW CENTURIES... 


THE OLDER GLENDONS STILL AIDED BY 
LADY GLENDON'S ANCIENT DECREE? 
HOWEVER; YOUNG JOHN WAS 5 


NOW MOTHER, THAT 
WAS HUNDREDS OF 
NEARS AGO/_YOU 
DON'T EXPECT ME 
TO BELIEVE ALL 
THAT, DO YOU? 


BUT JOHN, You 
MusT MOT GO 
LAGAINST THE 
GLENDON FAMILY 
CODE? You MUST 


ALCMN LIFE = WEY 
WANTED To BEA. 
SAILOR/ NOW THE 
TIVE HAS COVE! 


FAyING citite MONEY FOR PROree 
TRANSPORTATION, JOHN JOURNEYED TO- 
WARD THE SEACOAST BY BEGGING RIDES 
FROM PASSING TRAVELERS... 


DON'T WORRY, 4 
MOTHERS Z'Lt 
WRITE TO YOU 


EVERY DAY/ A 


[fy SHIP SAILS TODAY, BUT = 
MUST. GET_ONE MORE RIDE 
Tim" 70 86. THERE ON TIMEY 
PERHAPS THIS WOVAN/. 


NATURALLY 
Z_DON'T BELIEVE ANY 


(SUT PERHAPS 


DON'T TELL Me YOU MI 
BELIEVE \T, Too? 
WELL) NOTHING WILL 
CHANGE MY MINDS 


AFTER A LONG RIDE, 


SCAN SE 
PATIENT. .« ee 


1 


TER? 
SHIP WILL SAIL 
WITHOUT ME/ 


ALL 1S FOR 
THE BEST/ 
PERHAPS IT 
WAS MEANT 
TO BE SO, 


7SHE'S GONE/ BUT THIS, 
1S IMPOSS(BLE/ SHE DIDN'T 
WANT ME TO B= ON THAT 
SHIP/ AND NOW SHE'S DIS 

APPEARED/ 


Noy_t DON'T BELIEVE IT/ A 

WHIRLPOOLS IT=-IT!S DRAGGING 

THE SHIP DOWN? OLD WOMAN, TELL 
=YOU KNEW: DIDN'T Your 


JOHN WAS SO STRUCK GY WHAT HAD_HAP-| 
PENED THAT HE RETURNED HOWE, NEVER 
TO LEANE AGAIN. ..BUT ALWAYS TO. 
WONDER. . « 


KNOW, WILE WE 


Start fe EMH KLAUS! 


17 15 ONE OF THE 


FINEST U-BOATS IN OUR UNDER MING, T WILL 
FLEET-“"A MOST DISTINGUISHED BE EVEN BETTER! FAREWELL 
R ITS AND += HEIL HITLER! 


[ CAPTAIN KLAUS WAS A FIERCE DISCIPLINARIAN, WHO RULED WITHIN A FEW DAYS AFTER THE VESSEL HAD PUT TO SEA, THE) 
WITH AN IRON HA MORALE OF THE CREW BEGAN To SINK UNDER THE NEV/ 
CAPTAIN'S TYRANNICAL RULE ~* o 


“Fis WEEKS PASSED WITHOUT SIGNTING ENEMY VESSELS, THE 
COMMANDER'S SAVACE TEMPER GREW WORSE» 


‘THE CAPTAIN HIMSELF SEIZED TNE PERISCOPE YIM | WHAT! YOU DARE QUESTION 
PREPARED TO ISSUE COMMANDS = WHAT 


SOLDIERS ¥ THEY ARE OUR, 
ENE MUBG ENEMIES, 


WO SURVIVORS? 
CAPTAIN, WHAT 09 
YOU MEAN? 


THE JUNIOR OFFICER Fc¥ND OUT SOON ENOUGH WHAT HAS 
REANT-= -—~ 
= TAM MASTER 
ORDERS: 
‘ARE TO BE OBEYED! 
COMMENCE 


(CAPTAIN KLAUS WAS WELL PLEASED WITH 


THE DAY'S NORK, BUT THE MEN WERE 


‘GRUMBLING SPREAD LIKE WILD 


IRiAUS WAS SURPRISED IN WIS CABINAND, 
DEALT TH QUICKLY: 
TF YOU suRvive, 


HORRIFIED” 
WHAT DOES NE CAR 
‘THAT WE HAVE DISGRACED. 
OURGELVEST ¥ AN DEEPLY. 


WT 0S MUTINYBUT 
WE DoIT FoR me 


P rratrors; CAPTAINSYOU GAVE 
MOTINEERE! MGA 5 NO O10;cE-WE 
Tit £6 YOU. Yah, PREFER TO FIGHT 
ALL HANGED Jo, hie even 
OR HONORABLY! 


THE SUBMARINE SUBNERGEDAND KLAUS FOUND NINGELF ALONE 


PATTERN»: SOON HE LOST TRACK OF TIME ~ 


TORMENTS OF KUNGER AND COLD BROUGAT ON DELIRIUM~, 


‘A MEANINGLESS 
6 THE THIN 


ET SEEMED LIKE AN ETERNITY PASSED BEFORE THE SHIP Tag 
FINALLY CAME UP ALONGSIDE 3 


FAFTER A NIGHT'S REST AND MEDICAL ATTENTION KLAUS, 
Nas ABLE TO Take STOCK OF HE STATION 


NEXT DAY HE WAS ABLE YO Ri Avs SMILED J PEATHED DEEPLY 
‘AT THE RAIL, LOOKING OVER THE CALM, 
RT alah ale 


WHAT RARE GOO FORTUNE! A BXTRAORDINARY: rAL 
BAR sui cauceo MY COWMFALL 
Ano EAE LES 


Fiii0 CONFUSION FOLLOWED! THE SHIP LISTED QUIOKLY,AND KLAUS .| | FRANTIC WITH FEAR KLAUS LEAPED FROM THE SIKING SH, 
TRIED DESPERATELY TO SAYE WIMISE ‘STROVE DESPERATELY TO KGEP AFLOAT IN THe lOY WATER 
90 BAD. BUT THERE'S | | SUDPENLI-+ rac <r 
IGH ROOM, 


JAS DEADLY GUN, FIRE RAKED THE WANES, KLAUS'S HEAD TURNED 
TOWARDS THE SINKING RED OROSS SHIP! HE KAP‘A SPLT SECOND, 
IN WHICH TO READ THE VESSEL'S WAME: 


DN'D OBEY HIS Dis~ 
LS; SMASHED WINDOWS. 
T'COLOKY INA 


WAS CONSTANTLY WORKING) TRYIN D 
KING CREATURES / HE NEVER DREAMED THERE MIGHT COWi 


IM ANT=LAND, YOUNG FELLOW YOU HAVE, 
SMASHED OUR BRIDGES AND 
_MOUN DS/ 
HERE 


WOULD BE TURNED 


ELTILE HOWARD, PRIOR TO THAT, HAD 
EN A_PRETTY NASTY CHARACTER/ HE 
SCREAMED WITH RAGE WITHOUT PROVO- 


HIS PARENTS: A GENTLE, LOVING 
COUPLE: WERE AT THEIR WITS! END/ 


= DON'T CARE IF f 
= WANT TO GO OUT 


NEVE GoT "TO 


REASON WITH 
A BOY HOWARD'S AGE’ 


FAD LIKE TO BELT HIM HARD... 
E/ IF DR. KOK ©} 


JUST ONC! 
SAW MY RISN RE WOULDN'T WRITES 
BOOKS ABOUT CHILDREN/ 


tATee THAT NIGHT AFTER 


HOWARD ANDY JONES WAS PRETIV. DES PER 
BEIGE HEALTH, WAS TUCKED AWA IN 


TE. 
MANDERING MISERABLY DI poeiae® 
hits cuwen YOUR A FEW DANS 


~ Sori] 


Wes 


Z'M SORRY Nou CAUGHT cou) 
DARLING, BUT [T'S BETTER 
See SATTLE RD, 


ISN 


RD GOT ANOTHER NEW TOV. 
1D CLAIM THE BOV'S AT 


HOWARD WATCHED THE ANT COLONY 
WORK ON A ROAD FOR A WHILE... 


7 WONDER HOW 
FX MESSED IT AL 
ON THEM. .¢? 


HE SPENT A LOT OF QUIET HOURS 
WATCHING THEM. ..HIS PARENTS WERE 
DELIGHTED/ 


SEE, SON? THEY WoRK HARD AND THEY 
HAVE A REGULAR SocIETY) THE 


1 
CITIES 


THIER UNDERGROUND 


ZT WAS CHILDISH. NOT REALLY MEAN, 
HOWARD JUST REAGIED INSIDE WITH HIS. 
FINGER AND PLOWED UP THE DRY SOIL 

WHERE THE ANTS HAD BEEW BUILDING... 


WZ. 


[wows THEY GOT ALL SHOOK 


YP THAT TIMEy 


( 1 
THAT!S GOOD/ MAYBE HE'LL LEARN 
SOMETHING FROM THEM? 


FAMED OF WERE BIGGER 
INTHE GLASS CASE... 
BIGGER OR HE WAS SWALLER, 


MUCH SMALLER / 
ON 


CT. 
2H PAST HE VENT To SLEEP WiTH THEy 
(PRIS 


Z 
3 
& 
_ «i 
i 
? 
i 
ai 


JHE ANTS HE DRI 
THAN THE ONES 


THEN WER! 


p| HELD H. 


(\ 
Near. 
AR 


AND HE DREAMED/ OF WHAT? ANTS, OF | 


THE GUEEN OF THE COLONY... Ir 1S THE BOY HHO 

REATURE? | NESS? HE HAS WRECKED OUR ¢ 
THIS CRE 

MAS He IN ENEnNe Cites, eee ROADS MARY 


WON'T DO_IT: NOU_CAN'T.. .YEEE= 
LET ME Gov ¢ 
LET ME Go. OOM? PLT ME DOWN) Z'LL WORK/ 
Z'CL TELL 
MY DADDY/ 


4 
a 
4 
Bs 


Ww 


THAT OBJECT IS THE STEM OF A 
Pap 15 08 TO_ CARRY. > WEED... WHICH YOU CARELESSLY 


WASH. 
Steuctes SHE WAIN SUPPLY FORDCe RUSHED 
IED: SWASHING ONE OF OUR 
LARGEST TUNNELS/ DRAG IT Reeve 


A SOLDIER ANT FIXED THAT WITH A 
SUDDEN NIP ON THE LEG... 


He WAS FORCED TO DO A: 
Tre ANTS BUT HE WASNt 


WW THE LOWER GALLERIES IN THE cOL- 
GUY, THERE WAS WATER. .THE WATER HE 
HAD POURED IN TO HARASS THE ANTS/ 


is ® Is HOWARD WORKED LONG AND 17, SEEMED 
als So THe SCARCE/ IF EARNED HOW T! 
« 


THEY SAY THAT ALL THINGS END AND 


HOWARD'S DREAM DID TOO WHEN MORNING 


GOOD MORNING, MoWwY/ GOOD WORN ING| 
DAD/, Z/M GOING TO BE A GOOD BOY 


HE NEVER SLEPT THIS 
LATE BEFOREs HE LOOKS 
AS THOUGH HE'S BEEN 
WORKING HARDIN THE 
DIRT ALL WIGHT? LOOK AT 

CHIS HANDS. , NOU BATHED 
Hw Beroge You PUT 3 
i 

DI 


M. 
DN 


AND HE WAS...AND EVERY DAY AFTER 
ZF 

Look AT Hime HE HE SAYS IF ANY 
Kmeaees OF THe 

peat DOESN'T BO 


OUT THERE WERE LITTLE MYSTERIES... 
SUCH AS WHEN HIS MOTHER WENT TO GE 
HOWARD FOR DINNER A LITTLE LATER... 


WOWIE? TIME FOR DINNER? WHERE 15 
TtAT ol? HE Ors THIS 50 OFTEN 
L LATELY? Me Gust NANISHES? 4 


VAN ISHES? NO\MOTHER .. HE JUST GETS 
HARDER TO_SEE/ IF YOU LOOKED DEEP: 


INSIDE THE you! 
OMAR: 


G'BYE, FRIENDS/ MOM 
WANTS ME_TO EAT AND 


OLAS ANT COLGNY: 


~ PEOPLE WHO DD BIS THINGS FOR HUMANITY ABE REAL HEROES" BRAVE HEN OE 
ACTION. ANP NOSODY COULD BE Fu) FROM THIS DESCRIPTION THAN PVILLIE 
SHAPIRO: HE WAS NO HERO. HE WAEN'T EVEN AVERAGE. LET'S BE GLUNT ABOUT 


Bonn 


LATER, WHEN THE OTHERS WENTON TQ 
IN, WILLIE WENT TO 
a eM LE WASNT, 
Bite OR MAENA/ 
PRETZELS FOR SA 


YOUR FRESH 
PRETZELS HERE 


LATER, AT OTHER JOBS, HE SOON AFTERWARD, HE MARRIED.gurT" 
WAS THE OFFICE BUT: THE Nrewrt! Wl |7WAT WASN'T 700 MUCH OF A SUCCESS, > 
HE PROBABLY | | E/THER-—- 

OKAY---YOU WANT 


THINKS IT'S AN. 
AlR RAID! } [witiie’s 10st) (METOHELPHIM GET 
ANOTHER JOB AGAIN, | 


ANOTHER JOS. 
T HATE TO ASK RIGHT? SEND HIM + 
AROUND TO See MEY) 


You, BUT YOU'RE 
MY. BROTHER-> iN THE MORNING. 


IWILLIES BROTHER-IN-LAW WAS VERY 
INFLUENTIAL ~- AND IT SO HAPPENED 
THAT HE WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THE 

LEADER OF. A GREAT SPACE EXPEDITION 
ABOUT TO BLAST OFF, SO--- 


WITH A 
SPECIAL EFFORT FOR FUTURE. KE. IVE GOT YOUR MEDICAL REPORT HERE 
p< you! SPACE TRAVEL! “FLAT FEET, OBESITY, INSROWN TOE 


NAILS---YOU' DONT SOUND LIKE 
AN ASTRONAUT TO MES YOU 
SURE YoU WANT 10 COME 
SS % ALONG ON THIS EXPEDITION, 


(HAW- \GRADE-A-WHY EVEN | | BUT AT THIS. VERY MOMENT 


HAW. ZGRAVE Z. WOULD ON THE TARGET PLANET, 
BE TOO GOOD FOR’ Sh 
HAW!) TH FLOP! COVARUe 
—- WELL IT'S COME AT LAST) 


AS WE'VE ALWAYS FEARED 
i] |= A ROCKET FROM 
i REGETH - 


DECAY < 


EEN OBSERVING 


EST -- THATS) 
THROUGH OLR peg 


ROCKET, BUT IT'S A PRELUDE 
TO INVASION £ 


SAUNDERS, YOU-AND MARTIN CHECK ON 
CAMPING EQUIPMENT.HALLER, SUPER: 
INTEND THE PRE-FAB CONSTRUCTION. 
GRENATTI~SEE TO COOKING FUEL 


Wop LEVEL EMERGENCY COUNCIL WAS 
[—— (PLANET EARTH Witt. )) 
ley FOLLOW UP IN. 


WEILL CAPTURE 
1S 


‘TACK OF OUR OWN, 
WHICH WILL WIPE THEM 
OUT! MOUNT THE 

INVASION. 
IMMEDIATELY! 


NOTHING YOU 
EEN A 


THAT YOU WON'T GET 
THE WAYS 


GOLOURN IT, WHY DOF 
EVERYBODY ALWAYS PICK 


IN ME % I'M A NICE FELLA GO BACK ANI 


GUL PISOMETHING'S HAPPENED] 
BACK AT THE ROCKET! I GOTTA. 

iD HELP THE 
FELLAS iF THEY'RE IN 
TROUBLE 


CE AAEN! THE! PERSONALLY SCOUT I 
NO. e PCRTFORM =o 


BY HIS GIDE, 
CARING FOR Hine 


LOOK! AN EARTHMAN 
WITH OUR KING! 


POT BACK YODR 
WEAPONS! HEGA 


Seed 


Ia 


° GOLLY: 


THING-~ THE! 
iE INPRIGONER. 


KNOW! Ww 
THE CRUELTY WE EXPE! OM, 
EARTHLINGS! WHAT HAPPENED TO. 
THE OTHERS WHO WERE _ 


IN. FY PLEASE, DON'T TELL 
 THEY-*- THEY 


[ZT WAS A ROUSING, ROARING WELCOME:.- > | 1S, ME, We, yey 


“ 7 
ri, SL YPLEASE NOT ORN FAILURE! 
vi INGED FOR: RGF TWAT. ik 
ONE", 
x 
N Sh 


TT AIN'T A MATTER OF BEIN'LATE, 
MAW. BUT OF THE LIVES OF THE 
TRAN CRI 

A FOR AY LIFE Dow 


TRAINS 60 
‘SAFELY IF 
‘OR DEAT 


2\—1g 


WHE REACHED THE POINT WHERE A NARROW 
TRESTLE HAD SPANNED A DEEP GULCH AND ames 
51000 HORRIFIED! Z 


EWS AND PASSENGERS! AS ||’ 7 
Ure, Yon 


CY/ 
W360 
LY 


THE WEXi 


VE LIMITED WAS DUE TO ROME THROUGH, 
NEN STATION OP THE LINE AT 10:43! AT 10:42--» 


Re 
BARS IN GIGAT—WIS GOAL 
(PRACTICALLY 8) 


ZH MEDATELY, A WORK TRAIN WAS DISPATCHED, 
10 REPAIR THe TRESILE!IT STOPPED OFF AT 
ELIGON IVER A TERRIBLE FTW WS og 


NIE OPENED THE TELEGRAPH OFFICE, /E WERT. HITTNES'S WAS THE TELEGRAPHER, 
Coun see ml | | WHO'D RECENED THE MISTERIOVE MESSAGE 


SURE, AGREE WITH THE: 
“HE MAI 


Ee ier Fee cea by once to Sede TAT WIRE Moar 

ENON EARN COULD WAVE HAD POPS DISTINGTIVE TOUCHISUT 
WHAT WAS 17. THAT HE HAD GAID OW THAT FATEFUL 
MORNING AS HE LEFT HOME, 


FIVE YEARS 19 A LONG TIME TO STAY BEHIND BARS! AND AFTER THO MONTHS IN PRISON, RUDY puge 
WAS WILLING TO TRY EVEN AN ASTON/SHING LIQUID AS A MEANS OF ESCAPES THE CHEMIST’S 
STRANGE COMPOUND DID ITS WORK AND RUDY STARTED WHAT TURNED OUT TO BE. 


feENDLES N 


Yer REPT Rae 
Sey USE yt ne 


THE PRIGONER RETURNED TO HIG CELL 


st ie 


STHAT-NIGHT: RUDY PAIGE WENT OVER THE WALL,ANO HIS THE Of 
eS Ds QUARTER 


ESPERATE CONVICT HAD GONE LESS THAN A 
;CAPE WAS QUICKLY DISCOVERE! EROPA MILE, WHEN D:SCOVERED BY His PURSUERS 
INTHE DISTANCE BEHIND Hil 
Fr 
“THEY'LL BE GURROUNOIN' THE WHOLE AZEA 
LONG! MY ONLY CHANCE IS TO REACH THAT 
CHEMIST AND HOPE His STUFF REALLY WORKS! 


RUDY PAIGE REACHED THE BALDWIN LAB A HALE HOUR 
Dates! te RELENTLESS Funcuers Hac succcosseny [= HARDLY EXPECTED MY NEW COWPOUND 79 BE USED 
“TO HIS TRAlLwe ro AON Te EEcAPE OF ACNCT! PERHAPS YOU'D 
ELL 


SNAP OUT OF IT, BALOWIN! NEED Your 
LEWANT THE NeW TUFF YOU COMPOS 
TGOT TO TRAVEL FAST! 


Spt Se ey ga eee 
TS MAee PIM ven yeh Me Acremon oes wn 
leiPathe omen 


ALL alc, euooy,.sTaNO Rion 
ica u ane mo eer nose) 
Varios 


TWEE MYSELF TO 
Be IN. BARE, 
FRANCE! 


DY E WATER SELECTA @IG DINNER FOR HIM™ HE: HAD TAKEN BUT A FEW BITES OF HS EAL, Wien 
i Ei ees ee aah A STRANGE THING HAPPENED... 


NOTA CENT IN My PocKer To Ray rok THis 
EAL] WHEN I'M FINISHED, TLUUST WILL MYSELF 
"TO BE SOMEWHERE Buse! 


IDY FELT. SOLID LAND UNDER Hs FEET! 
DISAPPEARED, WHEN HESAW WHERE 


WHAT A PLACE 
Eaiet 
RING! LOOK WHATS 


COMING AT ME! 


TWUNIOERNG OF HOOPS FELL. CHNAIT WAG NAN MeTANT/ UTA E Area Gcnte MowenTe 

TEARYOR ovis eAice ecto DAML Meletnedte Ge Tie oven RAOCNG, ior Shige 

Sho vis AND TRIED Me OnLy NeAwe COWWMNeT COUNTRY, ROUGH Hainoe oe BACL ileMer? comces 
OF BOCA BUCY Belzeo Hkh 


ZT. CAN'T TAKE saty Mone 
OP THIS x was Ber Tes 
Orrin PRicoM) TL WHEL 
WYSELE BACK TO THE 
CHEMIGT'S PLACE! 
eC HELP me! 


Ait 


- SUDDENLY, RUDY PAIGE WAS GONE AGA, BACK INTOEMPTY 
yu'Vecor TO YX GORRY, BUT TOION'T 'SPACE.TO FACE CONSTANT DANGER 
SOMETHING FOR DO THIS TO YOU..NOU OID IT TO 
WE, BALOWINE YOURSELE! (PLU TAKE ST 
FIVE YEARS Fog THE EFFECTS 
‘OF THE COMPOUND TO WEAR 


CALLING MR. FOX 


EG"PUE trouble is, on April Fool's day 

£ you leave a message for some= 
body to phone Mr. Fox, they usually won't 
do it half the time,” said Wicky Burkey 
reflectively. 

“You ain't just kiddin’, you ain't,” agreed, 
Boit Bird, 

“Becaise," declared Wicky, “they know 
it's April Fool's day and they know if they 
call Mr, Fox they'll get the 200." 

That's right," Boit admitted, "An' they 
‘won't call Mr. Baer or Mr. Wolfe or Mr 
Hippopotamus, neither.” 

“They wouldn't call Mr, Hippopotamus 
any day,” asserted Wicky, “An' I bet you 
couldn't even spell it if you wanted to.’ 

"Yes I could,” said Boit, “I—T. That 
spells ‘it’ 


“You're so bright your mother calls you” 
“Sun’.” said Wicky. 

“Pass the walnuts, ma, he’s crackin’ ‘em 
today,” Boit came back. 
” Wicky’ continued, “I 


“Well, anyway. 
‘was thinking that if, at this time of years 
somebody left a note to call Mr. Fox and 
put the zoo phone number on it, why they'd 
have a better chance of success than on 
April Fool’s day.” 

“You ain't just kiddin’, Leave us do 
Agreed Boiti 

‘The boys went inside the Burke house, 
got our the phone book, and looked up the 
zoo number. Then they started making 
ealls. They phoned everybody they could 
think of, leaving messages to call Mr. Fox 
‘or Mr. Wolfe or Mr. Baer. Then the game 
gota little tiresome and they went outside. 

“The thing that’s wrong with the’way 
we did it is that we never got to see the 
faces of people when they finally called up 
an’ got the zoo,” said Boit. 


* “That's right,” said Wicky, “although 
‘you can imagine how mad old Mrs. Penny- 
Feather got about it.” 
) “I would like to've seen hei face!” ‘ 

“£ would like to’ve seen my pop’s face, 
Bet he was mad! Say, what time is it?" 
fot quite two,” said Boit. 


“Well, come on, Let's hurry down to my 
pop's office, He usually doesn’t get backe 
from lunch till a fittle after two and the 
message to call Mr. Fox will be waiting 
for him and we'll have some fun, 

JMR. BURKE came into his office after 

lunch feeling well satisfied. He'd had a 
good lunch, He smiled at Wicky and Boit 
and asked, "Well, boys, what can I do gor 
you” 

“We-—uh—just dropped in to see if we 
could rtin any errands or anything," replied 
Wicky. 
ch, we're good errand-runners,” agreed 
Boit, and giggled. 

Well, stick around a minute and I'll see 
if I can think of any,” said Mr, Burke. 
“Any calls for me, Miss Trilling?” he asked 
his secretary. 

“Yes, a Mc. Fox called. Shall I get him?” 

Boit nudged Wicky. 

“No, go right ahead with your typing. 
Give me his number and I'll get him,” Mr, 
Burke replied. He hummed a little tune as 
he dialed the number. “Hello. Mr. Fox?” 
| The receiver sputtered as if someone on 
the other end were extremely angry. Mes 
Burke hung up the phone. “The zoo!" he 
exclaimed. “Now I wonder what moron 
could be pulling that stale joke?” 
| Mr. Burke's happy mgod was by no 
means diminished. He turned to Wicky 
any errands for you but I appreciate the 
offer. I'm going to take you out and buy 
you each an ice cream soda.” 

} After the soda, Wicky and Boit returned 
to the office with Mr. Burke who had in- 
vited, “Come on up with me for a few 
mifutes and see how a well-run business 
is operated. You know, son, I expect you 
to be my pactner some day when you're 
‘older.’ 

| As they entered, Miss Trilling said, “Mr. 
Burke, Mr. Fox called again. He wants you 
to call back right away. Says its urgent”, 

“Ho," said Mr. Burke, “I'm not going 
to fall for that joke twice. Forget it, Miss 
Trilling." 


P was a half hour later that Miss Trill 

ing informed Mr, Burke ‘that someone’ 
‘was calling who would not give his name, 
‘Mr, Burke picked up his phone and a voice 
boomed; plainly, so that, even Wicky and 
Boit had no trouble hearing, It-said, “Mr 
Burke, this is George B. Fox of Fox and 
Hargrove, I had a big order for your firm, 
but if you don’t think enough of my busi+ 
ness to call me back when I leave an urgent 
message, I shall take my money to your 
competitor, Claxton & Company. Good day, 
‘sirt” 
§ Wicky and Boit said good-by hastily and 
got out the door, ‘ 
» In the hallweg Boit said, “Gosh, Wicky, 
I didn’t think a little joke would turn out 
like that.” 

MG neither," said Wicky. “We've got ta 
do something. Listen, Fox and Hargrove 
aren't far from here, V'il-run in there and 
tall to Mr. Fox personally and tell him 
what happened and maybe he'll change his 
mind. Meanwhile, you've got to keep him 
from talking to Claxton & Company till I 
get there.” And Wicky explained to Boit 
just what he wanted him to do. 


& Wicky ran all the way. In the elevator 
up to the Fox & Hargrove offices he de- 
sided he wouldn't have any time to. try 
to argue with a receptionist to Jet him in 
10 see Mr, Fox, He worked out a ruse. ; 
= ‘To the girl-at the outer desk he said, 
“I'm the special messenger Mr, Fox sent 


for,” and walked right past her to the door 
marked “George B, Fox, private. ( 
¥ Mr. Fox was on the phone shouting, “But 


by thunder, WHY can't ‘you get me Claxton, 
.& Company?” 


Wicky could hear a gtrl replying, “It's) 
vory strange, sir, Whenever I say Mr, Fox 
Js calling, they just Jaugh in my face and 
havig up.” , { 
\ Mr, Fox angrily cradled the phone and 
turned to Wicky, “Well?” 4 
| Wicky talked fast and earnestly, He had. 
plotted out a number of different wild 
tales he Was going to tell Mr, Fox, but one 
look at the man’s stern face told him 
he was a fellow who could spot a lie from 
amile away, So Wicky told the plain truth, 
He confessed all, He said that he and Boit 
had meant only to play a harmless joke om 
his father, He said he now realized that 
such jokes could have serious consc~ 
quences. % 

He pleaded with Mr, Fox to give Mr. 
Burke the contract as he had planned; 
‘and not to let a misunderstanding inter- 
fere. a 

The sincerity of the freckle-faced youth 
must have appealed to Mr, Fox. Suddenly 
he broke into a grin. “Hmmmm,” he said, 
“boys just can't keep out of mischief, can 
they? Used to pull stunts like that, my- 
self. O. K., I'll give your father the busi- 
ness. But it’s lucky I couldn't get Claxton 
& Company on the phone or you'd be too 
Tate.” c 

“That wasn't just Iuck, sir," Wicky ex= 
plained. “You see, my friend Boit called 
them and said Mr. Fox was calling and 
gave them the zoo number, tor 


R. FOX looked startled for a moment, 
then leaned back in hig swivel chaic 
and laughed heartily, 
“You're all right, my boy,” he declared,’ 
"You'll go far." 
\THE END | 
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